If We Snooze, Do We Lose?

A Forum on Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change for those interested in water resources and shorelines in the Thompson – Nicola – Shuswap Area

September 29, 2006
Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops, BC.

Background

Are you making planning and management decisions (land development, municipal infrastructure, water use, fisheries, forestry) or business decisions based on the assumption that future climate will be the same as it has been in the past? Our changing climate is a factor that needs to be incorporated into our decision-making, today. 
Generally, when we use the term “climate change”, we are talking about both a general warming of our climate, and increased variability of extreme weather events associated with this change. BC interior communities need to talk about climate change, and plan for it. If we don’t, and we snooze instead….we may lose.

Adapting to Climate Change Impacts

September 29, 2006: A forum in the traditional sense of the word – “a public meeting or assembly for open discussion”. 

This is an opportunity to exchange information and ideas about potential climate change impacts, (particularly on freshwater shorelines, streamsides and water resources) and how to minimize negative impacts or “adapt”.

There will be some science presentations – but also ample opportunity to discuss tools for minimizing negative climate change impacts. How prepared are we for climate change? How can we adapt to it in ways that are appropriate for our area, and meet our needs and interests? What planning tools are available or could be created?

Recognizing that adapting to climate impacts requires a continuing effort, we will explore methods for maintaining collaboration and dialogue among the communities in our region, and among the various participants that include industry, local government, academic community, First Nations and scientists.

The agenda reflects the emphasis on creating opportunities for dialogue.

Planned outcomes
   Gain valuable information on climate change and potential impacts in our area

   Learn from case studies

   Explore feasibility of partnerships or networks to help with climate change adaptation

Who Should Attend: The forum will be of interest to community leaders including First Nations, local government representatives, planners, resource managers, representatives of the business community including development industry, researchers and students.
 

Agenda for the Day:
 

	Time
	Activity / speakers / topics

	8:00 am
	Registration and breakfast 

	8:30 am
	Discussion of issues, concerns, needs, interests (while breakfast continues) (Each table will have a welcome moderator and notetaker)

	9:15 am
	Formal opening and welcome  by City of Kamloops representative and forum moderator, Eugene Lalonde, former administrator, Columbia Shuswap Regional District and Manager, Sustainable Shuswap Society

	9:30 am
	Plenary #1: Climate change in BC and the Thompson–Nicola–Shuswap

Changes in climate –Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium representative, University of Victoria reporting on commissioned research for this project

Changes in biophysical systems – Jenny Fraser or Ben Kangasniemi, BC Ministry of Environment 

Stream and river trends – Alan Chapman, River Forecast Centre, BC Ministry of Environment

Changes in aquatic resources  – Mark Johannes, C-CIARN Fisheries

Questions and discussion

	10:30 am
	Break

	11:00 am
	Table discussions: Community Impacts

Introduction – Brian Frenkel*, Councillor, Vanderhoof – How one community is grappling with climate change impacts

Table discussions – How important is climate currently in our area? How well do we deal with climate variability? How prepared are we for climate change? 

	12:00 noon
	Lunch (provided)

	1:00 pm
	Plenary #2: Community Tools and Best Practices for Adapting to Climate Change

Community adaptation responses in the Okanagan - Stewart Cohen*, Institute for Resources, Environment and Sustainability, University of British Columbia 

Implementing Smart Growth Tools in Squamish  - Heather Evans, Planner, Squamish 

Community input from the Thompson–Nicola–Shuswap - Sarah Kipp, Living by Water Project, reporting on focus group and interview results

Questions and discussion

	2:30 pm
	Break

	3:00 pm
	Climate Change “Café”: Adaptation Tools and Partnerships

Introduction: Forming a climate change adaptation regional partnership or network  (Clive Callaway, Living by Water Project)

Table (café) discussions of selected themes relating to adaptation tools, partnerships, information needs, and other community requirements. 

	4:30 pm
	Closing (Eugene Lalonde)

Where to from here – partnerships / networks, listserv, workshops, other ideas.


 

This forum is part of the project “Community Planning Tools for Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change on Freshwater Shorelines in the Thompson-Nicola-Shuswap Region”, being carried out by the Living by Water Project team. Sponsors include the Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Program (Natural Resources Canada), BC Ministry of Environment, City of Kamloops, Thompson Rivers University and the Federation of BC Naturalists*.

*To be confirmed.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
Cost is $53.50 per participant, including GST and includes a light breakfast and lunch.
Registration form and agenda will be posted shortly on the FBCN website: http://www.naturalists.bc.ca or contact the undersigned for an electronic version.
**********************************
Sarah Weaver Kipp
The Living by Water Project, BC Office
250 832 7405 fax 250 832 6874

Forum Registration: www.naturalists.bc.ca 

