Murdoch Lake
Agroforestry
Demonstration

This field demonstration
was developed to show
landowners the potential
benefits of combining tree
farming with traditional agri-
cultural practices. The pur-
pose is to allow Alberta
farmers to see that raising
trees and livestock or hay
on the same landbase can
be an economically viable
practice while providing
wildlife and waterfowl bene-
fits.
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Murdoch Lake
Agroforestry
Demonstration

“Established in 2002,
the Murdoch Lake
Agroforestry Site

shows that forages
combined with

tree farming can be
profitable! ”




The goal of a tree improve-
ment program is to develop
fast growing aspen and poplar
genotypes that would be suit-
able for use in agro-forestry.
Companies would be able to
obtain portions of their fiber
requirements from these pri-
vately owned woodlots. Silvi-
pasture refers to planting trees
with an agricultural crop, usu-
ally forage and could provide
a new opportunity for Alberta
farmers. Similar agro-forestry
projects have occurred in the
United States, New Zealand,
Brazil, Australia and Africa.
These experiments have
shown optimum livestock and
fiber production can be
achieved through integrated
landbase management. While
information is available on the
effects of grazing in pine, co-
conut, and eucalyptus planta-
tions, little is available on how
grazing affects species such
as fast growing hybrid poplar.
This site hopes to answer
many of these questions!




