Bringing Communities Together to Talk About Climate Change

On May 17, 2006, 65 people gathered in Prince George to discuss the effects of climate change on their communities.  The workshop targeted the northern region of BC, and included participants from the communities of Prince George, Vanderhoof, Smithers, Fort St. John and Quesnel, as well larger urban centers such as Vancouver, Victoria and Ottawa.  Participants included First Nations, academics, environmental groups, municipal, provincial and federal government representatives and members of the public.  

There were two main objectives of the workshop: to foster more linkages and opportunities between researchers and communities on climate change research and knowledge; and, to create initial support for developing a climate change network in the Northern BC. This network would help to continue fostering the connections made at the workshop, provide a hub for information on climate change and communities in BC, and act as a mechanism to help develop practical solutions that communities can use to adapt to the realities of climate change. 
During the plenary session, participants heard a variety of presentations that included an overview of climate change from both global and regional perspectives, case studies of how some communities are starting to assess, plan and adapt to the potential implications of climate change occurring within their community, and summaries of web-based resources available on climate change information. Many participants commented on the diversity of speakers and the quality of the information presented, and felt that they gained valuable information and ideas to bring back to their communities.
A Courtyard Café Session was held in the afternoon to bring participants and presenters together to work in smaller groups. These sessions were designed to provide an opportunity for the workshop participants to discuss how they felt climate change was affecting their communities and how they could become better prepared for the future. There were five different themed cafés:

· Network Nuances Bistro: A discussion of whether a northern climate change network would benefit northern BC and how it could work.

· Fresh Alternatives Café: An examination of the alternatives to the network discussed above for creating climate change champions.
· Backyard Realities Espresso Bar: Participants were asked to imagine what their communities would look like in the future and examine what adaptations they would make to overcome the challenges to meeting their community’s goals.
· Beyond Today Buffet: An assessment of the strengths of northern communities and the barriers they face in preparing for climate change.
· Information Eatery: Participants looked at the specific information sharing tools that are available and how they can be used to provide the climate change information that each community needs.

At the end of the café sessions, there was a reporting out on the results of each session in a talk-show format.  Host James Evans from CBC North Radio interviewed each facilitator and gave the audience an opportunity to make comments or ask questions.

Based upon the feedback results from the café sessions and wrap up discussions the participants felt that there is a clear need for people from all interest groups to come together to discuss, plan and act upon climate change issues.  It was agreed that the McGregor Model Forest (MMFA) would be a suitable organization to spearhead a community based climate change initiative, and Dan Adamson (the MMFA’s General Manager) made the commitment that the MMFA would begin exploring the necessary next steps to create a Northern Climate Change Network (NCCN). This network would be made up of individuals and institutions interested in continuing the connections and linkages that were initiated at the workshop, and would increase awareness about new information, projects and tools in order to help northern BC communities make more informed decisions about the effect and impacts of climate change.  

Since the workshop, McGregor has created a Climate Change Initiatives webpage on their main web site (www.mcgregor.bc.ca). In addition to housing the final report from the Communities and Climate Change workshop, there is also information on the NCCN as well as an e-mail-based listserv to keep interested individuals and organizations informed of recent or upcoming events and issues.  The NCCN will have an inaugural meeting later in the 2005/06 fiscal year to bring interested participants together once again to discuss the most constructive way to meet community needs around climate change.  

If you are interested in finding out more about this workshop or the Northern Climate Change Network, please visit http://www.mcgregor.bc.ca/mmf/379/climate+change+initiatives. 






