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PROVINCE ANNOUNCES CLIMATE ACTION TEAM

VICTORIA - British Columbia's Climate Action Team (CAT) has some of the 

province's best minds, including nine world leaders in the climate 

sciences, Premier Gordon Campbell announced today.

"I'm very pleased with the calibre of people who have agreed to help the 

government to aggressively reduce British Columbia's greenhouse gas 

emissions by 33 per cent by 2020," said Campbell. "The Climate Action Team 

is an important group of talented and experienced people who will offer 

expert advice to the Committee on Climate Action on the most credible, 

aggressive and economically viable targets possible for 2012 and 2016."

The team's recommendations will be put out for public comment. The 2012 

and 2016 targets will be legally mandated, through regulation, by the end 

of 2008. The team will identify further actions in the short and medium 

term to reduce emissions and meet the 2020 targets. The team will have 

until July 31, 2008 to do their work. In addition, the team will provide 

advice on the provincial government's commitment to become carbon neutral 

by 2010. 

The Climate Action Team has 22 members and one special advisor and will be 

chaired by Cheryl Slusarchuk, president of the Premier's Technology 

Council. 

"I'm honoured to work with a team that includes exceptional leaders from a 

wide spectrum of professions," said Slusarchuk. "Chairing the Climate 

Action Team is an opportunity to leave a sustainable environmental legacy 

for future generations, and I'm proud to be able to contribute to such an 

important endeavour."

"It's a privilege to serve with such a distinguished group of British 

Columbians on the issue of our generation," said Dr. Andrew Weaver, who 

was part of the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that was 

recently awarded the Nobel Peace Prize along with former U.S. vice-

president Al Gore for their efforts to build up and disseminate greater 

knowledge about man-made climate change. "We can find solutions to address 

climate change if governments, business, the scientific and environmental 

communities and First Nations come together to support constructive 

actions."

The climate action policies announced in the February throne speech and at 

the UBCM  convention by Premier Campbell in September have the potential 

to reduce B.C.'s emissions by 24 to 33 million tonnes - anywhere from 60 

to 82 per cent towards the target of a 33 per cent reduction by 2020. A 

key role for the Climate Action Team will be to identify GHG reduction 

policies and actions that bridge the gap to reach 100 per cent of the 

reduction target.

Dr. Mark Jaccard of Simon Fraser University has agreed to act as special 

advisor to the Climate Action Team and the Cabinet Committee on Climate 

Action to help identify policies to meet the GHG reduction target. Dr. 

Jaccard is an internationally respected expert in greenhouse gas emission 

reduction policy, serving with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change and more recently as lead author for policy on the World Energy 

Assessment. 

Members include:

* Cheryl Slusarchuk, Climate Action Team chair and president of the 


Premier's Technology Council (Vancouver)

* Shawn Atleo, BC Regional Chief for Assembly of First Nations (West 


Vancouver)

* Donna Barnett, mayor, District of 100 Mile House

* Lyn Brown, vice-president, Catalyst Paper (Richmond)

* Jeff Burghardt, president, Prince Rupert Grain Ltd. (Prince Rupert)

* Teresa Coady, architect, Bunting Coady Architects (Vancouver)

* Naomi Devine, Common Energy, (Victoria)

* Dr. David Keith, Earth Sciences, University of Calgary (Calgary)

* Randy McLeod, president, BP CanadaEnergy Co. (Calgary)

* Dr. John Robinson, Institute for Resources, Environment and 


Sustainability, UBC (Vancouver)

* Peter Robinson, CEO, Mountain Equipment and future CEO, David Suzuki 


Foundation, beginning January 2008 (Vancouver)

* Ian Tostenson, president, BC Restaurant and Foodservices Association 


(Vancouver)

* Mossadiq Umedaly, chairman, Xantrex Technology Inc. (Vancouver)

* Joe Van Belleghem, partner, Three Point Properties (Victoria)

* John Walker, president/CEO, FortisBC (Kelowna)

* Dr. Andrew Weaver, School of Earth and Ocean Sciences UVic (Victoria)

Ex-Officio Members include:

* Dr. Ken Denman, Canadian Center for Climate Modelling and Analysis, UVic 


(Victoria)

* Dr. Greg Flato, Canadian Centre for Climate Modelling and Analysis, UVic 


(Victoria)

* Dr. John Fyfe, Canadian Centre for Climate Modelling and Analysis, UVic 


(Victoria)

* Dr. Werner Kurz, Pacific Forestry Center (Victoria)

* Dr. Terry Prowse, Department of Geography, UVic (Victoria)

* Dr. Frederick Wrona, Department of Geography, UVic (Victoria)

Special Advisor:

* Dr. Mark Jaccard, School of Resource & Environmental Management, SFU 


(Vancouver)
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CLIMATE ACTION TEAM BIOS

Member Bios

Cheryl Slusarchuk, President of Premier's Technology Council 

Cheryl Slusarchuk is the president of the Premier's Technology Council, 

which advises the B.C. government on issues related to the advancement and 

application of technology in the province. She is prominent in the B.C. 

business and technology community and was recognized as one of the "Top 40 

under 40" businesspeople for 2003 by Business in Vancouver and in the 2006 

Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory as a leading lawyer in the area of 

computer law. Slusarchuk is a partner with McCarthy Tétrault and heads the 

technology practice in B.C.

Shawn Atleo, B.C. Regional Chief for Assembly of First Nations 

Shawn A-in-chut Atleo is a Hereditary Chief from the Ahousaht First 

Nation. He has served First Nations for 20 years as a leader, negotiator, 

facilitator, mediator, strategic planner, and president of Umeek Human 

Resource Development. As the BC Regional Chief, Atleo is also a founding 

member of the BC First Nations Leadership Council (BCAFN, Union of BC 

Indian Chiefs and First Nations Summit). 

Donna Barnett, Mayor of the District of 100 Mile House 

Donna Barnett is in her sixth term as mayor of the District of 100 Mile 

House. Barnett is involved with all aspects of the community, serving as 

chair of the Cariboo Chilcotin Beetle Action Coalition, and involved with 

economic development, health, education, safety and community planning. 

Lyn Brown, Vice-President, Corporate Relations and Social Responsibility, 

Catalyst Paper 

Lyn Brown is responsible for the company's broad social responsibility 

agenda. Brown joined the company in 2004, bringing a graduate degree in 

business and 20 years of broad experience in journalism, associations, 

crown corporations, electric utilities and telecommunications.

Jeff Burghardt, President and CEO, Prince Rupert Grain Ltd 

Jeff Burghardt has worked in the agricultural industry for more than 25 

years, holding a variety of operations and marketing jobs with Cargill 

Ltd., one of the owners of Prince Rupert Grain. He is a director of the 

Health Employers Association of British Columbia, chair of the Health 

Benefit Trust, chair of the Northwest Corridor Development Corporation, a 

past director of the Western Transportation Advisory Council, and past 

chair of the Northern Health Authority. 

Teresa Coady, Bunting Coady Architects

Teresa Coady is responsible for developing and pioneering the Integrated 

Design Process, which successfully involves the client in all aspects of 

design and construction. Under her leadership, Bunting Coady Architects 

has won over 50 awards for design quality and building performance, 

including the BOMA Earth Award on four separate occasions. Bunting Coady 

Architects has more square footage of LEED Gold certified projects than 

any other firm in North America. 

Naomi Devine, Common Energy

Naomi Devine is currently studying at the University of Victoria where she 

is pursuing a degree in Environmental Studies and Political Science. She 

is a co-founder of Common Energy, an emerging network of students, staff, 

faculty, and regional partners working to find solutions to climate change 

at the university level. 

Dr. David Keith, Professor, Earth Sciences, University of Calgary 

Professor Keith works near the interface between climate science, energy 

technology and public policy. His technical and policy work addresses the 

capture and storage of CO2, the economics and climatic impacts of large-

scale wind power, the use of hydrogen as a transportation fuel, and the 

technology and implications of geoengineering. Keith has served as a 

member of several advisory boards and panels including Canada's 'blue 

ribbon' Panel on Sustainable Energy Technology and as a member of U.S. 

National Academy committees. He currently serves on Canada's Capture and 

Storage Task Force, and is one of the world's energy experts named by 

national science academies to the InterAcademy Council study on 

Transitions to Sustainable Energy Systems. 

Randy McLeod, President & CEO BP Energy Co. (Canada) 

Randy McLeod oversees all BP activities in Canada. He brings over 25 years 

of energy industry experience and has held various management positions 

with BP in Canada, Alaska and Trinidad. He holds an engineering degree 

from the University of Western Ontario and completed Stanford University's 

executive program. McLeod is a member of the Association of Professional 

Engineers, Geologists and Geophysicists of Alberta.

Dr. John Robinson, Professor, Institute for Resources, Environment and 

Sustainability, UBC 

Dr. Robinson is a professor at UBC's Institute for Resources, Environment 

and Sustainability, of which he was director from 1992-2001. He is a 

member of the Advisory Council of the David Suzuki Foundation and the 

Vancouver Climate Leadership Council and is on the board of the 

Sustainable Cities Foundation. He is a lead author in Working Groups II 

and III of the IPCC. His contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change jointly won him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. 

He holds a PhD in geography from the University of Toronto on the 

intersection of energy policy analysis and philosophy.

Peter Robinson, David Suzuki Foundation (as of Jan '08) 

Peter Robinson is the new CEO of the David Suzuki Foundation, after seven 

successful years as CEO of Vancouver-based Mountain Equipment Co-op. 

Robinson is a national leader who has proven that it is possible for a 

business to be environmentally sustainable, socially conscious and 

extremely successful. Under his leadership, MEC almost doubled in size, 

adding five new stores across the country, more than one million new 

members, and increasing its annual sales from $147 million to $240 

million. It has also earned international accolades for its transparency, 

its ethical sourcing policies and its sustainable building and business 

practices. Robinson is also a senior Canadian delegate of the Red Cross 

and is the new chancellor of Royal Roads University. 

Ian Tostenson, President and CEO, BC Restaurant and Foodservices 

Association 

Ian Tostenson is president and CEO of the BC Restaurant and Foodservices 

Association. An accomplished business leader in the wine, beer and spirits 

industry in British Columbia, Tostenson was the proprietor of 1 Four 

Management, president and CEO of Cascadia Brands, and held several senior 

positions with Calona Wines. He was chair of the BC Wine Institute from 

1995-2000. He was a 1998 Entrepreneur of the Year awards finalist and 

winner of Business in Vancouver's Under 40 Entrepreneur of the Year Award.

Mossadiq Umedaly, Chairman, Xantrex Technology Inc. 

Mossadiq Umedaly, as chairman of Xantrex Technology Inc., is responsible 

for the vision and strategic direction of the company. He was also the 

chief executive officer from 1999 to 2003. During that time, he 

repositioned and transformed the company from a small niche player to a 

world leader in advanced power electronics. From 1990 to 1998, Umedaly was 

the vice-president and chief financial officer of Ballard Power Systems, 

the world's leading fuel cell company. At Ballard, he played an 

instrumental role in securing key strategic partnerships and in 

developing, financing and positioning the company for growth. 

Umedaly serves on the advisory boards for the faculties of business at 

Simon Fraser University and McMaster University, Ontario. He is a member 

of the Premier's Technology Council in British Columbia, a member of the 

board for National Centre for Photovoltaics in the United States, and a 

member of the Business Council on Sustainability with the David Suzuki 

Foundation. He is also an advisor and contributor to several philanthropic 

projects in Canada, and developing countries in Africa and Asia.

In April 2005, Umedaly was appointed by the Premier to lead the 

Alternative Energy and Power Technology Task Force to develop an 

implementation plan for the "Vision to Grow and World Class Power 

Technology Cluster in a Sustainable British Columbia," a report that he 

authored.

Joe Van Belleghem, Three Point Properties 

Joe Van Belleghem is responsible for green building development strategies 

at the BuildGreen Consulting arm of Three Point Properties. He is a 

chartered accountant with over 17 years of experience in real estate 

development and financing in a range of sectors, including hospitality, 

residential, office and retail. Van Belleghem is a board member of both 

the United States Green Building Council and the Canadian Green Building 

Council. He is also a LEED Accredited Professional and Advanced Faculty 

Member.

John Walker, President and CEO, FortisBC Inc.

John Walker has worked with the Fortis group of companies since 1983, 

where he began his career with Newfoundland Power Inc. In 1989, Walker 

started at Fortis Properties Inc., where he held several positions and 

served as president and chief executive officer from 1996 to 2005. 

Dr. Andrew Weaver, School of Earth & Ocean Sciences, UVic 

Dr. Andrew Weaver is a professor and Canada research chair in atmospheric 

science in the School of Earth and Ocean Sciences at UVic. His 

contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change jointly won 

him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. He joined UVic in 1992, 

having spent three years as a natural sciences and engineering research 

council university research fellow in the Department of Atmospheric and 

Oceanic Sciences at McGill University. He has written over 120 peer 

reviewed papers in climate, meteorology, oceanography, earth science, 

policy and education journals. He was involved as a lead author in the 

United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change second and third 

scientific assessments of climate change. Weaver presently serves on the 

United Nations World Climate Research Program Working Group on Coupled 

Modelling, and the United States National Academy of Sciences Climate 

Research Committee as well as the NAS Panel on Climate Feedbacks. He is 

co-chair of the UN WCRP CLIVAR-PAGES Intersection Panel and is an editor 

of the Journal of Climate. 

Ex-Officio Member Bios

Dr. Ken Denman, Senior Research Scientist, Canadian Centre for Climate 

Modelling and Analysis 

Dr. Ken Denman is an adjunct professor at UVic's School of Earth and Ocean 

Sciences and a senior research scientist with the Canadian Centre for 

Climate Modelling and Analysis, an Environment Canada research centre 

based at UVic. He was a convening lead author of a chapter in the IPCC 

Climate Change 1995 report. His contribution to the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change jointly won him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 with 

Al Gore. Denman has served on the international and Canadian JGOFS 

Scientific Steering Committees, and the International GOOS Steering and 

Executive Committees. 

Dr. Greg Flato, Senior Research Scientist, Canadian Centre for Climate 

Modelling and Analysis 

Greg Flato is an adjunct professor at UVic's School of Earth and Ocean 

Sciences and a senior research scientist with the Canadian Centre for 

Climate Modelling and Analysis. Dr. Flato's contribution to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change jointly won him the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. Flato is chair of the CMOS Vancouver Island 

Regional Centre. Flato's research interests include global coupled climate 

modelling, sea-ice dynamics and thermodynamics. Flato holds a PhD in 

engineering science from Dartmouth College. 

Dr. John Fyfe, Senior Research Scientist, Canadian Centre for Climate 

Modelling and Analysis 

John Fyfe is an adjunct professor at UVic's School of Earth and Ocean 

Sciences and a senior research scientist with the Canadian Centre for 

Climate Modelling and Analysis. He is an internationally recognized 

researcher into climate variability and change and is a lead author of the 

IPCC Working Group 1 Fourth Assessment Report entitled "Climate Change: 

The Physical Science Basis" (2007). He was also an author of the Arctic 

Climate Impacts Assessment (ACIA, 2005) and contributed to the Canadian 

Arctic Contaminants Assessment (2003). His contribution to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change jointly won him the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. Fyfe's research interests include high 

latitude ocean and atmosphere climate variability and change and analyses 

leading to the understanding of atmospheric jet variability. 

Dr. Werner Kurz, Senior Research Scientist, Pacific Forestry Centre 

Dr. Werner Kurtz leads the development of a National Forest Carbon 

Accounting System for Canada. Dr. Kurtz is an international expert on 

forest carbon accounting and this is reflected in his work for the IPCC as 

lead author on numerous landmark reports on land use, land-use change and 

forestry. His contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change jointly won him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. 

Werner's research focuses on the impacts of natural disturbances, forest 

management and land-use change on forest carbon budgets. Kurz holds a PhD 

in forest ecology from UBC. 

Dr. Terry Prowse, Project Chief, Water and Climate Impacts Research Centre 

(W-CIRC) 

Dr. Terry Prowse is a UVic geography professor and project chief of the 

Water and Climate Impacts Research Centre, jointly sponsored by 

Environment Canada and UVic. Prowse has numerous publications to his 

credit, including lead author of the IPCC's special theme report on 

Climate and Water. His contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change jointly won him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. 

Prowse is a member of the Scientific Steering Group, World Climate 

Research Program and the Climate and the Cryosphere program. His research 

interests include climate impacts on hydrology and aquatic systems as well 

as circumpolar cold regions hydrology. Prowse holds a PhD from the 

University of Canterbury. 

Dr. Frederick Wrona, Branch Director, Water & Climate Impacts Research 

Centre (W-CIRC) 

Dr. Wrona is a professor in the University of Victoria's Department of 

Geography and branch director of W-CIRC. Wrona's high-calibre research has 

won him a Citation of Excellence from Environment Canada, and his 

contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change jointly won 

him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007 with Al Gore. Wrona's expertise is in 

aquatic ecology and eco-toxicology as well as biostatistics and 

quantitative ecology. Wrona holds a PhD from the University of Calgary. 

Special Advisor Bio

Dr. Mark Jaccard, School of Resource & Environmental Management, Simon 

Fraser University 

Dr. Jaccard develops and applies energy-economy models to assess 

sustainable energy and materials policies. A professor in REM since 1986, 

Jaccard served as chair and CEO of the B.C. Utilities Commission (1992-

97), on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (1993-96), and on 

the China Council for International Cooperation on Environment and 

Development (1996-01). Currently, he is a lead author on the Global Energy 

Assessment (due in 2010), a member of Canada's National Roundtable on the 

Environment and the Economy and a special advisor to Canada's Council of 

Chief Executive Officers. In 2007, he won the SFU President's Award for 

Media and his book, Sustainable Fossil Fuels, won the Donner Prize for 

best policy book in Canada. Jaccard is responsible for the Canadian 

Industrial Energy End-use Data and Analysis Centre, directed by Dr. John 

Nyboer, University Research Associate. 
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