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GLOBAL WARMING

Researcher predicts catastrophe
By Arthur Williams
Free Press
May 17 2006 

Without major change, average temperatures around the world will rise significantly over the next century, according to University of Toronto researcher Danny Harvey.
Harvey will be the keynote speaker at Communities and Climate Change: Planning for Impacts and Adaptations. The McGregor Model Forest is hosting the forum in Prince George, Wednesday, to discuss strategies to help communities cope with the impact of global warming.

“A typical business-as-usual situation will see global average temperatures rise four, five or even six degrees by the end of the century,” Harvey said. “That’s comparable to the difference between an ice age and an interglacial period. I think world-wide it’s a catastrophe.”

Regions will see variations from the global average, he added, and historically Western Canada has seen average temperatures increase above the global norm.
Over the last 100 years, global average temperatures have risen 0.8 degrees, Harvey said.

“We’re already in a danger zone,” he said. “We’ve already seen some negative impacts of climate change.”

A recent study by 19 ecologists working on four continents estimated that by 2050, with a two-degree increase in global average temperatures, between one sixth and one third of land-based animal species could be extinct or close to extinction, Harvey said.

The “human dominated landscape” may prevent species from migrating to new areas as the climate changes, he added.

In addition to the impact on wildlife, Harvey said, the temperature change will affect cause melting of arctic and antarctic ice sheets, raising the sea level and disrupting ocean currents. Wind, weather patterns and ecosystems will all be disrupted, he added.

“The science is clear. [But] there is still a lot of pseudo-science being propagated out there,” Harvey said. “What politician at any level understands the urgency of the problem? Some may not even realize there is a problem.”

Major changes made quickly could reduce the increase in global average temperature to as little as two degrees in the next century, he said.

“The climate lags behind what we’re putting into it. The upshot is we’re committed to anywhere between two to four degrees global average warming,” Harvey said. “We have to make efficiency in energy use our religion. Efficiency is first and foremost while ramping up renewable energy sources.”
